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Outdoor Play Policy

Inchlair Early Learning & Childcare Centre
August 2026
 Principle
At Inchlair Early Learning & Childcare Centre we aim to provide a safe, stimulating and challenging outdoor environment where children are given autonomy. Children can investigate their natural environment. Space is used effectively to enable children to explore a broad and balanced curriculum using a range of interesting resources suitable to their individual needs. Children will be given opportunities to explore nature out in the local community.
Procedure

· Ensure daily garden checks take place with any actions followed through and recorded in folder. Outdoor clothing will be taken outside for easy access and returned indoors each evening.

· Children’s outdoor clothing will be washed regularly, checked for any damage. Clothing to be checked ensuring it is dry and comfortable for children. 
· Use the garden as a context and a natural resource for learning.
· The outdoor environment should be an extension of the indoor experiences when planning for learning and following children’s interests.
· Children access the garden freely.
· Advise parents at induction that children will access outdoors in all weathers and they should be provided with the appropriate clothing for all weather play.
· Ensure that the garden offers children the opportunity to investigate, explore, problem solve, assess risk for themselves and use their imagination and creativity.

· Ensure the outdoors offers children opportunities to progress in all areas of their development and learning.
· Staff will support children to develop an understanding of how outdoor physical play can promote positive health and well-being.

· Give children the opportunity to plan and have ownership for their own learning.

· Staff will observe, record, respond and provoke children’s interests and plan appropriately and responsibly.
· Enable children to develop an appreciation of natural beauty and a sense of wonder about the world.

· Respect the outdoor environment and care for living things.

· Ensure children can access calm, nurturing spaces within the outdoors to suit their needs.
· Reduce, re-use and recycle resources to care for the environment. (Eco-Schools)

· Enable children to use tools and equipment safely and effectively whilst learning to assess and manage risk in order to protect themselves and others.

· To develop an increasing awareness of their own personal safety and that of others.

· Children will engage in a wider variety of experiences by accessing natural green spaces and the local community.
Resources
· Experienced staff.
· Current documentation e.g. Curriculum for Excellence, Realising the Ambition, Quality Improvement Framework, My World Outdoors & My Active World etc.
· Sun Protection Policy
· Health & Safety Policy

· Risk Assessments

· Inventory – Resource Audit

· Outdoor Storage Containers

· Daily Garden Check folder

· Supply of waterproof clothes for children and adults
· Learning book, planning and evaluations

· Daily Huddle

· Consultation with children and families
· Children’s ‘Learning Stories’.
· ICT

· Website/Twitter/ newsletter/Whiteboards/ Induction Process
Monitoring

· Equipment will be monitored by staff and repaired or replaced when necessary.
· This policy will be reviewed every year and in line with Falkirk Council Outdoor policy and procedures.

Reviewed by Adele Hamilton 
Next Review due: August 2027   
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